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“Boy, Away From Home” (2026) is a kaleidoscope of insight into
urban Tanetanga; where Chevron Hassett transports the mauri of his own
experience growing up in Lower Hutt and transplants it into a gallery space.

The Alleyway fence and clothes line outside of their context become a
staunch wero to the viewers. Te Arikinui Te Atairangikaahu (Former Maori
Queen) has a quote about the friction and cohesion of cultures:

“Each has an “in-ness” that binds the tribe together and an “other-ness”
that slows the footsteps of a stranger who would enter and yet be
accommodated.”

Often within the gallery space, the rawness and grit that defines places like
Lower Hutt can feel like an “otherness” — and a point of friction felt most
by those un-accustomed to the polished floors of the gallery world, where
everyone moves like waewaetapu (new guest) .

Hassett’s works flip the script and transports gallery goers into the heart
of the hood — for some it might feel like taking a wrong turn on your way
home from Sunday brunch. For others, a familiar karanga back to the place
they scrawled their first tag on an alleyway fence, and a community deeply
intertwined with their identity.

Chevron Hassett (Ngati Porou, Ngati Rongomaiwahine, Ngati Kahungunu)
is an artist whose practice engages with sculpture, photography and public
installation. His work responds to the impact of urbanisation on Maori

communities, informed by his own upbringing and community and grounded

in the visual and spatial language of Maori design. Working with reclaimed

materials and architectural references, Hassett reconfigures forms to speak to
ideas of shelter, identity and collective memory. His installations often function

as living spaces of exchange, where matauranga Maori and the
urban experience intersect.

Committed to community engagement, Hassett works across galleries and
public spaces to reflect the relationships, histories and futures of the people

and places he is connected to. His practice centres whanaungatanga (kinship),

drawing strength from shared experience and cultural continuity. Hassett
holds a Bachelor of Design with Honours from Te Kunenga ki Purehuroa
Massey University and a diploma in Indigenous Art, specialising in Whakairo
Maori. He has exhibited in Aotearoa and Australia, including at Artspace
Aotearoa, the Govett-Brewster Art Gallery, The Dowse Art Museum and
Artspace Sydney. In 2017 he received a Nga Manu Pirere award from
Creative New Zealand, and in 2022 a Springboard Award from the

Arts Foundation Te Tumu Toi.
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1. Boy, Put Your Shoulders Up
Kauri, pine, paua and acrylic
2700mm x 2400mm
2025

SY4OM 4O 1517

2. Far, Far Away
Cast fiber glass and concrete,
galvanised steel, polyester and cotton
4000mm x 4000mm x 2400mm
2023

3. JustUs
Photographic print
1000mm x 1200mm
2020

Pattern List:

Boy, Put Your Shoulders Up
mangopare (painted patterns)
pungawerewere (spiderweb)
ritorito (plant shoot)
unaunahi (scales)

ponahi (spirals)

Far, Far Away
rauru (spiral with notches)

whakarare (distorted lines with notches)

haehae pakati (straight lines with notches)
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